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ANVUR 

Meeting of the Advisory Committee of June 16, 2014 

REPORT (ENGLISH Version) 

Agenda of the Meeting held on June 16, 2014– 12:00 at ANVUR: 

1. AVA System (Self-evaluation, Periodic Evaluation, Accreditation): 

a. Guidelines for periodic accreditation of institutions and programs 

b. Experimentation of Scheda Unica Annuale della Ricerca Dipartimentale  

(SUA-RD) 

2. Evaluation of AFAM Institutions 

3. Accreditation of Doctoral courses 

4. Update on Advisory Committee Working Groups 

5. AOB 

 

 

Attendees: 

CUN Gabriele Anzellotti 

CNEL Ivan Lo Bello (Presidente) 

Guido Fiegna (videoconference) 

Mariano Bella 

Accademia dei Lincei Ciro Ciliberto 

Conferenza Stato Regioni Adriana Agrimi (videoconference) 

CNSU Angelo Antinoro 

Caterina Chiocchietta 

Nicola Minerva 

OCSE Dirk Van Damme 

ESU Jacopo Dioniso  

 

Absentees (justified): 

ERC Claudio Bordignon 

Giorgio Margaritondo 

CNR Luigi Nicolais 

CRUI Stefano Paleari 

CNEL Maria Cristina Calicchia 

 

Chairman Lo Bello invites to participate to the meeting ANVUR President, Stefano Fantoni, ANVUR Director 

Roberto Torrini, the member of ANVUR Board, Luisa Ribolzi, the Manager of the Research Evaluation Area, 

Marco Malgarini and Brigida Blasi of ANVUR Technical Secretariat. The Advisory Committee ratifies. 

The Chairman introduces the work of the Committee, welcoming new members Jacopo Dioniso, appointed 

by the European Students’ Union/ESIB. 
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Then he informs the attendees that prof. Ribolzi's mandate at ANVUR is nearly over. He thanks her for what 

has been done, with particular reference to the work performed on the evaluation of the AFAM institutions 

and proposes it as the first agenda item to be discussed. 

1. Evaluation of AFAM Institutions (Art, Music and Dance Higher Education Institutions) 

The President introduces the issue explaining that for a long time these institutions have been ruled by 

Gentile, approved in 1923. With the reforms introduced since 1999 AFAM institutions have been classified 

as "tertiary level" and their degrees are equivalent to those issued by universities. ANVUR has established 

an evaluation team, led by Prof. Ribolzi, to express opinions and recommendations to ANVUR Board of 

Directors on evaluation and self-evaluation of AFAM institutions. The President leaves the floor to Prof. 

Ribolzi that provides detailed information about the group's work. Prof. Ribolzi explains that the situation 

of the AFAM institutions is very complex and challenging. AFAM constitutes a point of strength in the Italian 

higher education system and in fact, it is a sector in which the presence of foreign students is significant, 

above the average of universities, reflecting the prestige that Italian arts and music training enjoys all over 

the world. However, the degree equipollence requires AFAM institutions to operate within a system of 

constraints to ensure reliability. It follows a discussion about ANVUR evaluation tasks, methodological 

criteria and practices. Then the second item on the agenda is present. 

2. AVA System (Self-evaluation, Periodic Evaluation, Accreditation): 

 

The ANVUR Director Roberto Torrini shows the main developments of the AVA process. 

The evaluation of the teaching and the quality of universities is a key task among those assigned to ANVUR. 

Teaching should put students at the center, offering them a training project based on learning and 

measured with specific criteria.  

The director goes on to briefly describe the periodic accreditation process scheduled in AVA and the main 

tools that will be adopted to this aim. He also outlines the problems the Agency is coping with, such as the 

fact that not all the courses of the Italian universities will undergo the process of the site-visit, given the 

high number. He also indicates another critical aspect of the process AVA: the plurality of actors involved in 

the assessment, including CUN, Nuclei di Valutazione and Commissioni Paritetiche. The main problems are 

related mainly on the role and composition of the Nuclei di Valutazione, since they are hybrid instruments 

of self-evaluation and internal evaluation, on one hand internal body of the university and linked to their 

governance, on the other, direct contact point to ANVUR.  

Torrini then describes the Scheda Unica di Ricerca, an innovative tool, similar to that used for training 

program evaluation, to verify the quality of the research conducted within the universities. 

The Chairman Lo Bello thanks Torrini and leaves the floor to the President ANVUR, Stefano Fantoni, who 

recalls that the dialogue with the universities is constantly open and also with the CRUI, the dialectic is tight 

and profitable. Fantoni also announces that next fall there will be a conference entirely devoted to AVA in 

which the most critical points will be addressed. Then the debate is opened to the table. 

Ciliberto comments on the mandatory nature of the "education sustainability" criterion (only for public 

universities). Similar observations have been made on SUA-RD whose criteria are considered to be on one 

hand too numerous, but on the other hand, insufficient to assess the actual student learning experience 

(e.g. presence and use of laboratories).  
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The word then passes to the representatives of the National Council of the University Students, Caterina 

Chiocchetta e Angelo Antinoro. Chiocchetta focuses on the difficulty to frame same criteria for all the 

universities, especially in the light of the differences between the universities of the North and the South. 

Antinoro proposes a reflection on the assessment of the curricula internationalization degree and then asks 

when the visits for accreditation are going to start. 

Van Damme intervenes on the need to better clarify the requirements, to introduce an appeal system for 

universities evaluated and to make public all the decisions taken by ANVUR.  

President Fantoni replies to the mentioned issues. With regard to the comment made by Chiocchetta, the 

President declares to agree on the difficulty to assess the teaching activities of the universities, taking into 

account the great differences between universities in the North and in the South, but the quantitative 

conditions are also necessary. With regard to Antinoro's comment, the President says that the "zero" visits 

have already started (at the University of Lecce). For this year other 4 will be made, and 15 visits have been 

scheduled for 2015. Regarding the internationalization criterion, he states that this indicator is already 

present in AVA. He finally declares to fully agree with what was stated on transparency requirements, a 

principle that already guides all the activities made by ANVUR. 

Director Torrini agrees with the observation made by Dioniso about the opportunity to give account of the 

learning outcomes through the skill assessment as well as the knowledge assessment. The Director adds 

that the assessment of employment outcomes of courses is already planned for the breakdown of the FFO 

incentivizing share. In relation to the evaluation of students and teachers, the Director explains all the 

efforts will be made to make public and transparent. 

3. Accreditation of Doctoral courses 

President Lo Bello points out that by law 240 onwards, the accreditation of doctoral programs by the 

Ministry of Education should be "assent ANVUR." In March, the Ministry published its guidelines for the 

accreditation, specifying, based on indicators and benchmarks, the general requirements referred to in DM. 

No 45/2013. 

Following is the presentation of dr. Malgarini on data concerning the procedures for the accreditation of 

courses of XXX cycle. The President Fantoni underlines the effectiveness and timeliness with which it is 

operating ANVUR. 

 

4. AOB 

At the express request of President Lo Bello, dr. Blasi illustrates the assessment activities carried out by 

ANVUR on the Third Mission of universities. Basic steps of the reflection on this issue have been the 

publication of the VQR 2004-2010 Call, the workshop on indicators in April 2013 and the publication of the 

Rapporto sullo stato del sistema universitario e della ricerca. Blasi also introduces the work of the Group of 

Experts, especially on the construction of the data contained in the SUA-RD. She also presents the work 

carried out in a seminar meeting with the Conference of Regions and Autonomous Provinces on the role of 

regions as stakeholders of the Third Mission of universities.  

The Committee, considering the topic interesting and strategic, requires that the evaluation of the Third 

Mission is placed as the first item on the agenda of the September meeting.  

At 17:00, there being no other matters to be discussed, the plenary session will be closed. 


